
Christ the King Sunday 
 This Sunday, November 23rd is set aside 

for the celebration of Christ the King.  On this 

Sunday, we celebrate the all-embracing authority 

of Christ as King and Lord of the cosmos.  

Officially called the Feast of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ the King, it is celebrated on the last Sunday 

after Pentecost, the Sunday before Advent.   

 In 1925, Pope Pius XI, instituted The Feast of Christ the 

King.  Pope Pius in his edict connected the denial of Christ as king to 

the rise of secularism. At that time, secularism was on the rise, and 

many Christians were doubting Christôs authority, as well as the 

Churchôs and some were doubting Christôs existence.  Pius XI, and 

the rest of the Christian world witnessed the rise of dictatorships in 

Europe and saw the church being taken in by these earthly leaders.  

Just as the Feast of Corpus Christi was instituted when devotion to 

Holy Communion was at a low point, the Feast of Christ the King was 

instituted during a time when respect for Christ and the Church was 

waning, when the feast was most needed.  In fact, it is still needed 

today as these problems have not vanished. 

 In the 21st century, many Western Christians, Catholic and 

Protestant, celebrate Christ the King Sunday, including Anglicans and 

Lutherans, United Methodist and Presbyterians.  In a chaotic and 

unjust world that seems to scorn at times authority, many Christians 

choose to celebrate Christ the King Sunday, where the loving, 

merciful and just King of the universe is praised and glorified. 

   

 Pilate said to Jesus, ñAre you the King of the Jews?ò...Jesus 

answered, ñMy kingdom does not belong to this world.  If my 

kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting 

to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.  But as it is, my 

kingdom is not here.ò  So Pilate said to him, ñThen you are a 

king?ò  Jesus answered, ñYou say I am a king.  For this I was born 

and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth (John 

18:33b, 36-37). 

 

 Christ the King Sunday used to be celebrated on the last 

Sunday of October, but since the calendar reforms of 1969, the feast 

falls on the last Sunday of Ordinary Time, which is the Sunday before 

Advent.  It is fitting that the feast celebrating Christôs kingship is 

observed right before Advent when we liturgically wait for the 

promised Messiah.  I look forward to celebrating with you this very 

important feast as we remember who Christ is and why he came.  He 

came to be King of kings and Lord of lords.  Christ the King came to 

be the savior of the world. 

     

    See You on Sunday, 
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COMING THIS SUNDAY  
    The Shepherd King   
Ezekiel 34:11 -16, 20 -24  

Matthew 25:31 -46  

Our Prayer Our Prayer Our Prayer 

ConcernsConcernsConcerns    

Dr. Amelia Dr. Amelia Dr. Amelia 

AldermanAldermanAlderman    

Col. Bobby Col. Bobby Col. Bobby 

CampbellCampbellCampbell    

Wilson Wilson Wilson 

CredleCredleCredle    

Cowboy DavisCowboy DavisCowboy Davis    

John DomineyJohn DomineyJohn Dominey    

Claudia Claudia Claudia 

FowlerFowlerFowler    


